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UNVEILED 
English 1101: Composition 

Young Harris College Spring 2017 
sites.google.com/view/unveiled 

 
“Writing is hard and boring and occasionally great… 
[It’s] like hacking away at a freezer with a screwdriver.” 

       -Amy Poehler 
            Yes Please 

Mrs. Holly Burcham 
Adjunct Instructor of English 
ENGL 1101: Section 1, MWF 10:30-11:20 
Office: Goolsby 201A  
Office Phone: 706-379-5020 
Office Hours:  Mondays: 12:40-2:00 

Wednesdays: 12:40-2:00 
Fridays: 12:40-2:00 
*And by appointment MWF 

Email: hnburcham@yhc.edu 
 
What is ENGL 1101? 
 English 1101 is: 

a course that will help you take on this writing thing, make you more confident in 
your academic composition abilities, and will [hopefully] not be a class you 
dread.  

 English 1101 is not: 
a creative writing class in which we write like people typically do on social media. 
#bummer 

 
ENGL 1101 Goals and Objective 
This course is in place to help you learn to write papers on the collegiate level.  You will be 
required to craft a clear thesis statement and expand upon this thesis to craft a clear 
argument in each paper.  Beyond this, we will address grammar difficulties as work is 
turned in based on student need. 
 
The following goals will guide this course. You will: 

1. Learn to write an academic paper 
2. Learn to read and think critically and formulate responses to nonfiction texts 
3. Learn to craft a well-written, clear, cohesive thesis statement (clear argument) which 

will guide the paper itself 
4. Learn to format your papers in MLA style based on guidelines set forth by Purdue’s 

Online Writing Lab (OWL)  
5. Learn to give credit where credit is due in order to avoid plagiarism 
6. Learn to complete assignments in a timely manner (late work results in serious point 

deductions if accepted at all) 
7. Learn to write an argumentative research paper using reputable sources from various 

research materials 
8. Learn to assess your own work and classmates’ work to find areas of strength and 

weakness through my notes on your papers and in-class workshops 
9. Learn to write with integrity by following the YHC Honor Code 

10. Students’ papers will be free of fundamental mechanical and grammatical errors such 
as fused sentences, comma splices, fragments, misuse of apostrophes, and subject-
verb agreement errors. 
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Course objective across ENGL 1101: “Students will learn to identify the thesis, supporting 
evidence, and counter arguments in a reading.” 
 
What books and materials are required? 

1. Fun Home by Alison Bechdel 
2. They Say/I Say 3rd Edition: Please bring to class 
3. Loose leaf paper for in-class quizzes and writing assignments 
4. Gmail account 

 
Attendance Policy 
You are expected to be in class. If you miss more than four class meetings, you will be removed 
from ENGL 1101. Depending on your position in the course when you are dropped after the 
withdrawal date (January 27) determines whether you will receive a W or WF. Students who are 
withdrawn from a course for academic dishonesty may receive a grade of “F”. I do not mark 
anyone as “late,” but if it happens multiple times, you will be counted absent. 

 
IMPORTANT: If you miss a day on which there is a workshop or a paper due, you must 
email me the assignment before the beginning of your class time or your work is late 
which results in a point deduction. If you miss a workshop altogether, you will not 
receive credit. For more information on late work, please see page 4. 

 
I update attendance regularly in Moodle, so you are capable of keeping me accountable as well. 
 
Evaluation and Assessment 
Grading 
The writing skills you develop in this course are essential for success in college.  Therefore, the 
English Department has developed the following policy:  
 
To earn credit for ENGL 1101, you must earn a “C” or better in the course (a final average of 73 
or above) and earn a “C” or better average on papers submitted for the course (73 or above).  

Students who do not meet both requirements must repeat the course.  Students who earn a 
final average of 73 or above for the course but do not earn a “C” or better average on papers 

submitted for the course will earn a grade of “D” for the course. 
 

Grade Percentages 
This I Believe Assignment       5% 
Papers*      65% 

Paper 1: TED (12%)   
Paper 2: Visual Rhetoric (12%)   
Research Paper: Uncovering Truths (25%)  
Final: Fun Home (16%)  

Research Project (all but paper)   15% 
In-Class Work, Quizzes, and Discussions   15%  

  
*Must average a 73 on all papers to pass. 

 
If you do not average a 73 on papers, the rest of your grades don’t matter. 

You will be required to repeat ENGL 1101. 
 
Please remember Rhetorica and the Student Success Center are available to help you! 
 
YHC is on a plus/minus grading system which means you can earn an A-, A…B-, B, B+…etc.   

http://catalog.yhc.edu/content.php?catoid=8&navoid=196 

http://catalog.yhc.edu/content.php?catoid=8&navoid=196
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Semester grades are reported by alphabetical letter only. At midterm, your grade will be based 
on your paper average only. 
 
The Assignments 
As outlined in the grading section, this class is divided between papers, the research project, and 
in-class work/quizzes/discussions. 
 
Each paper has one to two days’ worth of workshopping. Being prepared for each of those 
days weighs on each paper’s grade. 

• Workshops are graded as all or nothing. 
o There is a section on each paper’s grading sheet for workshops. Point values 

usually range from 10-15 points. 

• Follow all directions on the paper assignment to receive full credit. 

• If you are unprepared, you will be asked to leave and will be counted absent. You will not 
receive credit. 

• If you know you will be absent, you must email me your rough draft before class. 
 

All papers and the research paper are due both on  
Turnitin before class and as a hard copy in class. 

 
The following sections briefly describe each of your papers. When you see them in the context of 
the calendar, you’ll notice there isn’t too much time between due dates. You will be provided 
with plenty of online and outside resources to complete each and complete each well. I am also 
very available for extra help. Learning to manage your time in these ways is crucial. 
 

This I Believe (5%) 
This assignment kicks off our semester and is in place to refocus your writing skills while 
also introducing yourself to me and your classmates. It comes from a website of the same 
name, and the entire focus is you. It is short, creative, and will help you find your voice. 

 
Papers (65%) 

Paper 1: TED (12%) 
This paper is an argumentative paper based off your choice of TED Talk. 
We will utilize a specific chapter in TSIS, and we will practice exactly what 
you’re to do in your paper while in class. And before you even ask, yes, 
Pixar is involved. 

Paper 2: Visual Rhetoric (12%) 
We are surrounded by images. Period. I could add lots of details to that, 
but with this paper, you will learn to analyze either an advertisement or 
photograph (from a pre-selected list) with a hint of argument. It’s one of 
my favorite assignments!  

  Research Paper: Uncovering Truths (25%) 
This is your biggest assignment all semester, from how much time we 
spend on it in class to how much you’ll actually write to how much it 
affects your grade. You will choose a topic that puts forth one image, but 
once you start researching, the truth behind the topic is completely 
different from how you once perceived it. Think about the title of the 
course—unveiled.  

Research Project: Everything but The Paper (15%) 
This grade includes all the research paper specific workshops, your 
project conference, and your presentation. THIS SECTION OF 

GRADES DOES NOT COUNT TOWARD YOUR PAPER AVERAGE. 
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Final: Fun Home (16%) 
Ever read a graphic novel? You will! With this incredibly uncomfortable 
yet beautifully written nonfiction text, we continue with our “unveiled” 
motif as we get to know Alison Bechdel through the interworking of 
images and words. 

 
In-Class Work, Quizzes, and Discussions (15%) 
This category really includes many things, but the biggest part is comprised of your daily 
“quizzes.” The quotation marks are necessary because not every day will there be an 
actual quiz, but every day you will write something. The quizzes will come after reading 
assignments; in-class work looks like anything from brainstorming to giving each other 
feedback, and discussions will happen almost every time we meet. Also included in this 
section is the seminar at the end of the semester on Fun Home. Come to class, keep up 
with your work, and actively engage in the class. That’s where the points are. 

  
Late Work 
Late work is generally not accepted. If you miss an in-class assignment, you may not make it up.  
If you need extra time for papers, please come see me during my office hours listed on page 1 of 
this syllabus or email me at least 48 hours before your paper is due. If extra time or late work is 
accepted, your grade will be lowered but you will get partial credit depending.   
 

If your paper is late: 
You have until the end of the due date to turn it in with 20 points deducted. After the due 
date passes, 30 points will be deducted. If you do turn in your paper during the next class, 
the highest grade you can earn is a 70. If the paper is not turned in during the class following 
the due date, you will receive a 0 and cannot make up that grade. 
 
Technology: 
Technology is not an excuse in the class. 

 
Motivation for Doing Well: Cold, Hard Cash 
William Byron King Award:  
Regardless of your major, every freshman student in this class is eligible for the William Byron 
King Award, which is awarded annually to the outstanding freshman in English. The estimated 
prize amount is $1,000. Traditionally, the winners of this award are not only skilled writers but 
show remarkable dedication to revision and class discussion. 

So, work hard at improving your writing and be an integral part of class, and you could 
win some money! 
 
The Honor Code and ENGL 1101 
Academic Integrity   

In the spirit of maintaining the highest level of academic integrity for all students at YHC, you 
will be expected to adhere to the Honor Pledge and be accountable to the Honor Code guidelines 
as stated on the YHC website: 

http://www.yhc.edu/academics/honor-code 
Should you have any questions, please contact Dr. Matt Byron mbyron@yhc.edu or 
706.379.5221. 
 
When writing, you must avoid plagiarism.  Plagiarism is claiming someone else’s work for 
your own whether it is intentional or unintentional.  You are welcome and encouraged to bring 
others’ work into your own, but there is a correct way to do so.  You must give them credit.  
We will be learning MLA formatting in this course which will teach you just how to give credit 
where credit is due.  Plagiarism is a serious offense no matter the course. If you are removed 
from the course due to academic dishonesty—plagiarism—you may receive a grade of “F”. All 

http://www.yhc.edu/academics/honor-code
mailto:mbyron@yhc.edu
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written assignments for this course are subject to the originality detection software found 
at turnitin.com.   
 

If you knowingly or unknowingly plagiarize, you will fail that assignment and 
possibly the course. I will complete and submit an Honor Code Violation which 
will be placed in your student file. You will have the opportunity to appeal the 

violation which will result in meeting in front of the Honor Council. It if comes to 
that, I will be prepared, as should you. 

 
*To “unknowingly plagiarize” means you did plagiarize but didn’t necessarily realize it was 
plagiarism—even the definitions Google gives you must be cited! Give credit where credit is due. 
 
Other Important Information 

• Please feel free to email anytime. However, if you email me late at night about an 
assignment due the next day, please do not expect me to answer in your time frame.  

• Do not text or post or scroll in my class.  If you are expecting an important phone call, 
let me know before class begins. Please silence all devices before class begins.  Do 
not use laptops, tablets, or any other device unless we come to a point in class where 
you need to research information.  

• Technology is not an excuse for late work. Save all your work to the cloud, and utilize 
the library’s resources if needed. 

 
Students with Disabilities—Academic Accommodations: Young Harris College is 
committed to creating an environment in which all students have access to learn and work to 
their full potential. YHC provides academic accommodations for students registered with 
Disability Services in the Student Success Center in accordance with current federal laws. 
Students should contact Disability Services in the SSC as soon as possible to obtain 
accommodations forms or to register with Disability Services. Disability Services in the SSC can 
be contacted at (706) 379-5200 or sscinfo@yhc.edu. Information is also available on the Student 
Success Center tab on YHC connect at connect.yhc.edu.  
 
Personal Note: If you have any special needs or accommodations, please make sure to register 
them so I can suit your needs accordingly!  My personal goal, and a goal of YHC and its faculty 
and staff, is to make your educational experience here as seamless as possible. 
 
Other Academic Policies: All students are encouraged to read carefully all academic policies 
in the College Catalog and the Guide to Student Life. 
 

Course Calendar 
 

The following calendar serves as a tentative schedule for what we will be reading, discussing, 
and writing throughout the semester.  It is subject to change at any time,  

but you will be given plenty of notice.  
 

• Not included here is every reading assignment, namely from TSIS (They Say, I Say). You 
will receive that information in class as well as Moodle as they are assigned. 

• If class is cancelled due to snow and/or ice, please be sure to check your email for 
updated assignments. 

o I strongly dislike snow. 
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Week 1: 
W. Jan 11: Welcome 
 Complete the Google Form—link on Moodle—before class on Friday. 
 Also visit the “About This I Believe” page linked on Moodle and listen to two essays of  
  your choice. You will be asked about them on Friday! 
 After today, any homework will be announced in class. 
F. Jan 13: “This I Believe” Day 1 
 
Week 2: 
M. Jan 16: Martin Luther King Day Holiday (No Classes) 
W. Jan 18: “This I Believe” Day 2 
F. Jan 20: “This I Believe” Workshop 
 
Week 3: 
M. Jan 23: “This I Believe” Due, Intro to Argument, Paper #1 Assigned 
W. Jan 25: TED Day 1—“The magic ingredient that brings Pixar movies to life” by Danielle Feinberg 
F. Jan 27: TED Day 2—“The power of introverts” by Susan Cain 
 
Week 4: 
M. Jan 30: TED Day 3—Student Choice 
W. Feb 1: P1 Workshop 1 
F. Feb 3: P2 Workshop 2 
 
Week 5: 
M. Feb 6: P1 Due, Intro to Visual Rhetoric, Paper #2 Assigned 
W. Feb 8: P2 Practice 
F. Feb 10: P2 Practice 
 
Week 6: 
M. Feb 13: P2 Workshop 1 
W. Feb 15: P2 Workshop 2 
F. Feb 17: P2 Due, Intro to Research project 
 
Week 7: 
M. Feb 20: [research project] 
W. Feb 22: [research project] 
F. Feb 24: [research project] 
 
Week 8: 
M. Feb 27: Example Research Paper 
W. March 1: Topics Roundtable 
F. March 3: Topics Roundtable 
 
Week 9: 
March 6-10 Spring Break 
 
Week 10: 
M. March 13: Conferences 
W. March 15: Conferences 
F. March 17: Work day—Mrs. Burcham will be out of town presenting at a conference. 
 
Week 11: 
M. March 20: Research Workshop 1 
W. March 22: Work Day—I will be in our classroom if you need to come by! 
F. March 24: Research Workshop 2 

During our research project time, 

you will have various assignments 

which will be assigned in class and 
available through Moodle. We 

move quickly, so please come see 

me if you need to!   
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Week 12: 
M. March 27: Research Workshop 3 
W. March 29: Research Workshop 4 
F. March 31: Storytelling Festival 
 
Week 13: 
M. April 3: Research Paper Due! Presentations Begin (bonus for going today!) 
W. April 5: Presentations 
F. April 7: Presentations 
 
Week 14: 
M. April 10: Presentations 
W. April 12: Intro to Fun Home 
Th. April 13: Fun Home 1-4 
F. April 14—No Class, Easter 
 
Week 15: 
M. April 17: Fun Home 5-7 
W. April 19: Seminar 
F. April 21: Seminar 
 
Week 16: 
M. April 24: Final Workshop Day 1 
W. April 26: Final Workshop Day 2 
 -Last day to withdraw  
Th. April 27—Reading Day 
F. April 28—Finals Begin 

ENGL 1101 Final: 

Your final (on Fun Home) is 

due Monday, May 1 by 10:30 

a.m. on Turnitin. Please feel 
free to submit it early!  


