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Hey, Boo: 
Nelle Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird & Go Set a Watchman 

ENGL 1102: Composition and Literature 
Young Harris College Spring 2017 

https://sites.google.com/view/heyboo 
 
Holly Burcham 
Adjunct Instructor of English 

Section 12: MWF 9:00-9:50 
Section 13: MWF 11:30-12:20 

Office: Goolsby 201A 
Office Phone: 706-379-5020 
Office Hours:  Mondays—12:40-2:00 
  Wednesdays—12:40-2:00 
  Fridays—12:40-2:00 
  *And by appointment MWF 
Email: hnburcham@yhc.edu 
 
Course Description: 
This section of Composition and Literature is going to be focused on Harper Lee’s To Kill a 
Mockingbird and her “new” novel Go Set a Watchman. Chances are you’ve already read To Kill 
a Mockingbird and feel like that unit in high school really did beat the bird to death (but don’t 
worry if you haven’t). However, it is a classic, and hopefully as a college student in a college lit 
class, you will be able to approach it with a new perspective. Go Set a Watchman, Lee’s second 
novel, came out in the summer of 2015, so hopefully you haven’t read it yet!  
 
In addition to reading Mockingbird and Watchman, we will be discussing their historical and 
cultural contexts, integrating short stories and poems, watching the film adaptation of To Kill a 
Mockingbird, conducting student-led seminars, and I can almost guarantee there will be no 
lectures! I want you to discover information on your own so as to formulate your own opinions; I 
do my best to facilitate learning by teaching you effective ways to do so. 
 
It’s easy to get caught up in the literature component of this course, but we must remember this 
is at its core a composition course. I will require you to pull from the skills you learned in ENGL 
1101 (or in high school if you were able to jump straight to 1102), but I will ease you back into it 
while addressing writing issues that will benefit you. The composition component of this course 
will be evident through written assignments, paper workshops, and a grammar lesson every now 
and then. We will practice the art of researching, writing a thesis statement, structuring 
arguments, and incorporating sources while successfully giving those sources credit. 
 
According to the YHC Catalog, this course offers “continued practice in writing combined with 
readings in literature [with] opportunities for research”—and that’s exactly what we are going to 
do. 
 
Prerequisite 
A “C” (73) or better in ENGL 1101 is required to enroll in this class. 
 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/view/heyboo
mailto:hnburcham@yhc.edu
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What do you need for this course? 

• To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
• Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee 

• Pen/Pencil and Paper (need every day!) 

• Gmail account 
 
Websites for the Composition Component: 

• OWL at Purdue, MLA 

• UNC’s Writing Center 
 
ENGL 1102 Goals and Objective 
Goals:  

1. Learn to read literature so that you can interpret various works 
2. Learn to analyze and integrate appropriate source material into papers 
3. Craft a thesis statement that analyzes a work of literature 
4. Support thesis statement with textual evidence and scholarly work 
5. Create your own scholarly work with aid of sources 
6. Contribute to intellectual conversations about works of literature 

         7. Become comfortable with research and sharing your findings 
8. Compare and contrast critically the written word with various interpretations across 
media 
 
Course objective across ENGL 1102: Students will learn to analyze and integrate 
appropriate source material into papers. 

 
Attendance Policy 
You are expected to be in class. However, if you miss more than four class meetings, you will be 
removed from ENGL 1102. Depending on your position in the course when you are dropped 
after the withdrawal date (January 27) determines whether you will receive a W or WF. Students 
who are withdrawn from the course due to academic dishonesty will receive an F. I do not mark 
anyone as “late,” but if it happens multiple times, you will be counted absent. 

 
IMPORTANT: If you miss a day on which there is a workshop or a paper due, you must 
email me the assignment before the beginning of your class time or your work is late.  
At the beginning of each class, there will be time for a written response, and these are 
offered only to those in class.  If you are not there to participate, you will not get a 
chance to make these up. 

 
What do we do in class?  How do we reach all of those goals? 
In this course, we will carry out many learning techniques.  There will be days when you write 
for the majority of the time, days when you’ll discuss the readings with a group, days when you 
may read a poem and move around the room to explicate it…you really never know! 
 
The assignments are broken down as follows: 
 

Papers: You will be assigned three papers in ENGL 1102.  Paper #1 is based on To Kill 
a Mockingbird. Paper #2 is based on the theory of adaptation, and the third paper is 
based on Go Set a Watchman. All papers must be submitted on Turnitin. 
Hardcopies are not required but are appreciated. Your online submission needs to be 
complete before you come to class on the paper’s due date. If you choose to turn in a 
hard copy, please bring it to class on its due date. 
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Workshops: For each of the papers and the portfolio, we will have at least one 
workshop day in which you will bring in a rough draft for your peers to edit.   

• If you miss the workshop day, you must email me your rough draft before 
class time to receive credit.  I will not edit it for you! You simply get credit 
for having your rough draft complete. Workshops count toward each 
paper’s grade.   

• To get full points for the workshop, you must have a hard copy of your 
work. Bringing your laptop in with your paper on the screen will not earn 
full credit. 

My personal policy with papers is you may come by during my office 
hours with specific questions, but I will not proofread your papers 
before you turn them in. 

   
Writing Assignments: Throughout the semester, you will be assigned WAs. These do 
not count toward your paper average by themselves. You will however choose a number 
of them to include in your final portfolio at the end of the semester. Each WA will be 
graded, but only the average of the first set of WA grades will be entered into Moodle 
before midterm, and the second set will be entered at the end of the semester.  
 

 Portfolio: Specifics will be assigned in class, but the overarching idea is your   
 portfolio will represent your best work. You will use the work you’ve turned in   
 throughout the semester plus an introduction and conclusion to the portfolio   
 itself. It is worth 25% of your semester grade and your paper average. Your portfolio will 
 be turned in on the last day of class after three workshops. 
 

In-Class Responses: Each class meeting, give or take, will begin with a writing 
response focused on what you read in preparation for that class meeting.  You will either 
get a √ (100%) or an X (0%), all or nothing.  Some days may have multiple opportunities 
for responses.  

• If you miss a class meeting due to an unexcused absence, you will receive an X 
and will not be able to make it up. If the day you miss has multiple opportunities 
for credit, you will receive an X for each. 

• If you have an excused absence—band, theater, sports, etc.—you will not be able 
to make up that day’s response, but it will not count against you. 

The points earned will be based on your average. For example, if you have 26 checks out 
of 32 opportunities, you will receive an 81 in Moodle. I keep up with this myself on a 
personal spreadsheet because the grade is only posted once at the end of the semester. I 
will figure your average at different points through the semester and you will get back the 
graded work so you can keep up with it as well. However, if you ever need to know your 
average, please ask. 

 
Student-Led Seminars: We will have a seminar at the end of each novel. The details 
will be posted on Moodle and will be discussed in class, but in short, you will participate 
in two days’ worth of student-led discussions using those questions for guidance, and 
then write a brief reflection due the next time the class meets. Each reflection is 
considered a WA. 
 
Final Project: Early in the semester, you will be assigned your final project so in theory 
you can work on it as the class carries on. They are all on the “creative” side and include a 
writing component. Whatever assignment you choose is due on the day of your final as 
set forth by the registrar. You can find all the details on our class website. 
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Grading 
The writing skills you develop in this course are essential for success in college.  Therefore, the 
English Department has developed the following requirements. To pass ENGL 1102, you must 
earn a “C” (73) or better average on papers submitted for the course in addition to earning a 
“C” (73) or better average in the course. Students who do not meet both requirements will not 
receive a passing grade and must repeat ENGL 1102. 
 

If you do not meet both requirements, you will receive a D in the course, unless your overall 
average is an F in which you will receive an F for the course. 

 
  Paper 1*   10% 
  Paper 2*   12% 
  Paper 3*   13% 
  Portfolio*   25% 
  Writing Assignments  15% 
  In-Class Responses  10% 
  Final    15% 
  Total    100% 
  
*You must average a 73 on your three papers and portfolio to pass. If your average on these 
papers and your portfolio is lower than 73, you will fail ENGL 1102 and will be required to 
repeat the course. Only the grades marked with an asterisk (*) count toward your paper average. 
  

If your papers and portfolio do not average a 73%,  
the rest of your grades do not matter. 

 
Please remember Rhetorica and the Student Success Center are available to help you! 
 
Grading System – Semester grades are reported by alphabetical letter only.  You will receive a 

midterm grade for this course, and that grade will be based on papers only. There is no official 

midterm. 

YHC is on a plus/minus grading system which can be found here: 
http://catalog.yhc.edu/content.php?catoid=8&navoid=196 

Late Work 
Late work is generally not accepted. If you miss an in-class assignment, you may not make it up.  
If you need extra time for papers, please come see me during my office hours listed on page 1 of 
this syllabus or email me at least 48 hours before your paper is due. If extra time or late work is 
accepted, your grade will be lowered but you will get partial credit depending.   
 

If your paper is late: 
You have until the end of the due date to turn it in with 20 points deducted. After the due 
date passes, 30 points will be deducted. If you do turn in your paper during the next class, 
the highest grade you can earn is a 70. If the paper is not turned in during the class following 
the due date, you will receive a 0 and cannot make up that grade. 
 
Technology: 
Technology is not an excuse in the class. 

 
Laptops, Cell Phones, Tablets, and Everything Else 
Put them away unless I ask you to get one out. Class time is not time for cat videos, the health 
and fitness section on Pinterest, or even shopping on Amazon. If your phone comes out, I will 

http://catalog.yhc.edu/content.php?catoid=8&navoid=196
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ask you to put it away. Every now and then, depending on internet availability, we might get 
phones/laptops/tablets out for searching things during class, but other than those times, put 
them away! 
 
The Honor Code and ENGL 1102 
Academic Integrity 

In the spirit of maintaining the highest level of academic integrity for all students at YHC, you 
will be expected to adhere to the Honor Pledge and be accountable to the Honor Code guidelines 
as stated on the YHC website: 

http://www.yhc.edu/academics/honor-code 
Should you have any questions, please contact Dr. Matt Byron mbyron@yhc.edu or 
706.379.5221. 
 
When writing, you must avoid plagiarism.  Plagiarism is claiming someone else’s work for 
your own whether you did it intentionally or unintentionally.  You are welcome and encouraged 
to bring others’ work into your own—in fact, it’s required—but there is a right way to do it.  You 
must give them credit.  We will be learning MLA formatting in this course which will teach 
you just how to give credit where credit is due.  Plagiarism is a serious offense no matter the 
course.  All written assignments for this course are subject to the originality detection software 
found at turnitin.com.   

 
If you knowingly or unknowingly plagiarize, you will fail that assignment and 
possibly the course. I will complete and submit an Honor Code Violation which 
will be placed in your student file. You will have the opportunity to appeal the 

violation which will result in meeting in front of the Honor Council. It if comes to 
that, I will be prepared, as should you. 

 
*To “unknowingly plagiarize” means you did plagiarize but didn’t necessarily realize it was 
plagiarism—even the definitions Google gives you must be cited! 
  
Policy Notice:  If you have any special needs or accommodations, please inform me as soon as 
possible so we can take care of them together!  My personal goal, and a goal of YHC and its 
faculty and staff, is to make your educational experience here as seamless as possible. 

 

Course Calendar 
The following calendar serves as a tentative schedule for what we will be reading, discussing, 

and writing throughout the semester.  It is subject to change at any time,  
but you will be given plenty of notice.  

 

• When the calendar has the abbreviated title of the novel and chapters listed, read all the 
way through the second listed chapter before coming to class that day. 

• Not included here is every WA and its due date. You will receive that information in class 
as well as Moodle as the assignments are assigned. 

• Also not included here are additional reading assignments. They will be assigned in class 
and available on Moodle. 

• If class is cancelled due to snow and/or ice, please be sure to check your email for 
updated assignments. 

o I strongly dislike snow. 
  

http://www.yhc.edu/academics/honor-code
mailto:mbyron@yhc.edu
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Week 1 
W. Jan. 11: Welcome to ENGL 1102 
F. Jan. 13: 1102 Cornerstone Day 1 
 
Week 2 
M. Jan. 16: No Class, MLK Jr. Day 
W. Jan. 18: 1102 Cornerstone Day 2 
F. Jan. 20: 1102 Cornerstone Day 3 
 
Week 3 
M. Jan. 23: WA #1 Due, Introduction to 
 TKaM 
W. Jan. 25: TKaM, chapters 1-11, Assign 
 Seminar 
F. Jan. 27: TKaM, chapters 12-16 
 
Week 4 
M. Jan 30: TKaM, chapters 17-22 
W. Feb. 1: Scottsboro Boys 
F. Feb. 3: Scottsboro Boys 
 
Week 5 
M. Feb. 6: TKaM, chapters 23-31 
W. Feb. 8: Seminar Day 1 
F. Feb. 10: Seminar Day 2 
 
Week 6 
M. Feb. 13: Seminar Reflection Due (WA), 
 Example Workshop 
W. Feb. 15: P1 Workshop Day 1 
F. Feb. 17: P1 Workshop Day 2 
 
Week 7 
M. Feb. 20: P1 Due, Intro to Adaptation 
W. Feb. 22: Discuss Adaptation, Assign P2 
F. Feb. 24: Discuss Adaptation 
 
Week 8 
M. Feb. 27: Watch TKaM 
W. March 1: Watch TKaM 
F. March 3: Finish TKaM 
 
Week 9 
March 6-10: Spring Break! 
 
Week 10 
M. March 13: Discuss film adaptation 
W. March 15: P2 Workshop 

F. March 17: Class Canceled—I will be in 
Athens, GA presenting at a conference. 
 
Week 11 
M. March 20: P2 Due, Intro to Watchman 
W. March 22: Assign P3, Watchman, 
 chapters 1-5 
F. March 24: Watchman, chapters 6-10 
 
Week 12 
M. March 27: Watchman, chapters 11-17 
W. March 29: Watchman, chapters 18-end 
F. March 31: Storytelling Festival!  
 
Week 13 
M. April 3: Seminar Day 1 
W. April 5: Seminar Day 2 
F. April 7: Seminar Reflection Due (WA), P3 
 Workshop 
 *No Office Hours April 7 
 
Week 14 
M. April 10: P3 Due, Review Portfolio and 
 Creative Project 
W. April 12: Conferences 
T. April 13: Conferences 
F. April 14: No Class, Easter 
 
Week 15 
M. April 17: Work Day—I will be in my 
 office. 
W. April 19: Portfolio Workshop Day 1 
 (edited paper) 
F. April 21: Portfolio Workshop Day 2 
 (edited WAs) 
 
Week 16 
M. April 24: Portfolio Workshop Day 3 (in 
 its entirety) 
W. April 26: Portfolio Due! 

-Last day to withdraw 
R. April 27: Reading Day (No Classes) 
F. April 28: Finals Begin

 

Your Final “Exam”: 
https://sites.google.com/view/heyboo 

 
Section 12: Friday, April 28—8:00-10:30 

Section 13: Wednesday, May 3—2:00-4:30 
 

https://sites.google.com/view/heyboo

